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Nothing is more exciting than 
perceiving great potential in 
a hard-working artist and having 
the opportunity to support, 
honor, and encourage them in 
their journey toward excellence. 
It’s one of the core values that unite all of the organizations that call 

Lincoln Center home—and in this spirit, every year, each of the campus 

constituents selects an artist from its area of specialty to be honored with 

the Lincoln Center Award for Emerging Artists.

The 11 honorees are recognized each year at a ceremony attended by 

their families and friends, and leaders from each of Lincoln Center’s 

organizations.  Along with a gift of $7,500 in financial support for 

their ongoing study and career development, artists receive the early 

recognition that will ideally make it easier for them to continue to pursue 

their passion and reach their fullest potential. 

What makes the Lincoln Center Awards for Emerging Artists unique   

is the diversity represented by the winners. For example, this year’s  

recipients included classical and jazz pianists, a filmmaker, two ballet 

dancers, a composer, a playwright, a choreographer, and two opera 

singers. Only Lincoln Center, with its world-class performing arts 

organizations and renowned educational institutions, has the capacity to 

recognize artists across all of these disciplines.  

Desmond Richardson, 2018 award presenter, and 
Bryna Turner, 2018 recipient

Davóne Tines, 2018 recipient

Preeti Vasudevan, 2018 recipient

“Receiving this award from 
Lincoln Center is definitely 
a huge honor. Knowing 
some of the people who 
have won the award 
before me, I feel really 
special to be receiving it 
alongside them.”
Ashley Hod, 2018 recipient nominated by 
New York City Ballet
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2018 Lincoln Center Awards recipients and award presenters
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s The full list of award-winners dates back to 1987, when the award was 

first conceived as the Martin E. Segal Award in honor of Lincoln Center’s 

Chairman Emeritus. Recipients have gone on to become leaders in their 

respective fields: directing Tony Award-winning productions, gaining 

principal dancer status at New York City Ballet, choreographing for the 

world’s leading dance companies, winning an Academy Award for Best 

Documentary Feature, and being a featured soloist with the New York 

Philharmonic—among countless other astounding accomplishments. 

“Growing up, 
Lincoln Center 
seemed like 
someplace that was 
very far away, and 
it was very exciting 
to understand that 
perhaps one day 
I would even go 
there, let alone 
perform there, and 
to be honored by 
Lincoln Center is 
an incredible dream 
come true.” 

Davóne Tines, 2018 recipient 
nominated by Lincoln Center 
for the Performing Arts

Isaiah J. Thompson, 2018 recipient

Tyler Angle, 2018 award presenter, and Michael Brown, 
2018 recipient

Lincoln Center is committed to 
supporting these artists as they 
continue to personally hone 
their crafts, pursue professional 
success, and elevate their art 
forms to all new heights—
ensuring a richer future for the 
performing arts, for everyone.

“To receive any 
institutional support 
as an emerging 
artist is really 
important, but for 
this to come from 
Lincoln Center is 
really remarkable.”
Bryna Turner, 2018 recipient 
nominated by Lincoln Center 
Theater

Michelle Bradley, 2018 recipient














